THE HIDDEN GOSPEL

The true gospel, brought to us by Jesus Christ and later elucidated by the apos-
tles who preached His message, was a message of power. It was a message which
they claimed would radically change and transform the lives of those who were believ-
ing. It was a message which declared that people could be liberated from who and what
they were. They could be freed from their natural human tendencies to sin. They could
be unchained from the dominion of evil spirits. They could even be changed “from glory
to glory” into the image of Jesus Christ Himself. In short, it was a glorious, powerful
message which was meant to effect a fundamental, comprehensive, revolutionary
change in men and women.

Around the world today, millions of people are saying that they have been “born
again.” Yet, for some reason this complete, radical change is not happening in many of
their lives. Very few seem to be experiencing something as powerful and transforming
as the scriptures portray. We are not seeing millions of holy people. Instead, many are
very little, if at all, changed from what they were before their “conversion.”

The church today is full of individuals who do not have victory over sin. Their lives
are not transformed. They are very easily influenced by evil spirits. They experience
very little actual “glory” in their daily lives. While some may have some “touches” of
spiritual reality during times of worship or preaching, most of the time their lives are not
filled to overflowing with the presence of God. In short, they are not knowing the “well of
living water” filling them to the brim which Jesus predicted.

It does not take too much research to discover that today’s church is full of sin.
Adultery, fornication, lying, envy, lust, lack of love, division, individuals hungry for power
over others, those seeking money for themselves, and innumerable other human, sinful
attributes are in full bloom.

What then is the problem? Where have we gone wrong? How is it that the good
news which Jesus preached is “not working” in the lives of men and women who pro-
fess to be Christians? In this writing, we are going to be taking a look at a few things
which seem to be hindering the work of God and then presenting some solutions which
we believe can restore us to a life-changing relationship with Jesus.

One thing seems obvious. That is that the devil has succeeded in diluting the
gospel, thus weakening its power. Over the years since the early church, he has been
successful in subtly altering the good news so that its effectiveness has been lost.

One of the first things we can notice is that very few of those who “become Chris-
tians” are even expecting to experience the extensive, profound change which Jesus
preached. Making their judgment from the lives of other Christians around them (which
are largely unchanged) and the messages they hear from the pulpits, they have very
little, if any, expectation of anything very radical happening in their lives.

In this way, the devil has had a lot of success. If no one else’s life is being revolu-
tionized and the messages from various “men of God” don’t seem to point to this as a



possibility, then no one expects anything to happen. Since the people then don’t expect
a life revolution or seek for it, they have been neutralized from ever experiencing it for
themselves.

How has this happened? What has been changed so that the good news has
been so weakened? We will be looking at various aspects of this problem. However, this
will not be easy. So, please be patient as we carefully go over various aspects of this
situation together. It will take some time to try to untangle the different threads of the
web of lies which Satan has succeeded in interweaving into God’s truth.

You see, the devil is extremely intelligent. Furthermore, he has had almost 2,000
years to work on his corruption of Jesus’ message. His subtle deviations from the truth
have been instilled into Christian “theology” over centuries and, therefore, have influ-
enced countless theologians, pastors, preachers, Bible translators, and many others.

The result is that most who are reading this book will already have planted within
them, no doubt without realizing it, some wrong or slightly altered understandings of
what Jesus came to do. Some of the concepts may be so deeply rooted that it might
make the reader angry to hear someone challenging them. For others, it might be very
difficult to see something different from what you have thought was true for many years.

Consequently, | would like to urge all readers here to keep an open mind and
heart. When you are finished reading, you don’t have to agree with what is being said.
However, our prayer is that God could use this message to revolutionize your lives by
giving you a completely new vision of what Jesus can and will do for us and in us.

CHANGING THE MESSAGE

One of the devil’s tactics has been to substitute partial or incomplete truths for
the genuine message of the gospel. He has been crafty enough not to try to change
everything. In fact, he hasn’t needed to. Instead, he has managed to water down the
focus of the gospel, keeping just a little bit of the truth, so that it no longer has the
power to radically transform believers.

Of the many ways Satan has succeeded in achieving his ends — perhaps the
most pernicious way — is in the subtle deviations or dilutions contained in many transla-
tions of the Bible. Since many Christians believe these translations to be “the Word of
God,” the subtle alterations are not noticed or questioned. Once these translations are
accepted as “truth,” then what has been written in them influences countless individuals.
Furthermore, since many of these dilutions were introduced centuries ago, many mod-
ern translations continue propagating the same weakened versions of the truth, since
the translators themselves have been influenced by their past.

All the translations which we have today were done by men. These men, as we
all, were fallible. It is a serious mistake to imagine that any translation which we have in
our hands is perfect. Although these individuals may have had the best of intentions
when doing their work, avoiding the influence of human opinion is impossible.

A perfect translation is impossible because, when translating the New Testament,
one discovers many Greek words with several possible translations in English. In some



cases there are more than twenty possible translations of one Greek word. Therefore,
the translator must choose his word from these several possibilities. It is without doubt
that he (or she) will chose words which correspond to their understanding of the gospel.
Thus, they may obscure, or in some cases, even go against other possible translations.*

*NOTE: Just as an example of the many possible translations of a word, let us randomly choose the Greek word
“PLEROQ” which basically means “to make full.” But it can also mean, according to Thayer:
1) to make full, to fill up, i.e. to fill to the full

1a) to cause to abound, to furnish or supply liberally

1a1) | abound, | am liberally supplied

2) to render full, i.e. to complete

2a) to fill to the top: so that nothing shall be wanting to full measure, fill to the brim
2b) to consummate: a number

2b1) to make complete in every particular, to render perfect

2b2) to carry through to the end, to accomplish, carry out, (some undertaking)

2c¢) to carry into effect, bring to realization, realize

2c1) of matters of duty: to perform, execute

2c2) of sayings, promises, prophecies, to bring to pass, ratify, accomplish

2c¢3) to fulfill, i.e. to cause God's will (as made known in the law) to be obeyed as it should be, and God's promises
(given through the prophets) to receive fulfillment.

James H. Strong in his work, says it can mean: “to make replete, i.e. (literally) to cram (a net), level up (a hollow), or
(figuratively) to furnish (or imbue, diffuse, influence), satisfy, execute (an office), finish (a period or task), verify (or
coincide with a prediction), etc.”

The King James Bible translates it as: “accomplish, X after, (be) complete, end, expire, fill (up), fulfill, (be, make) full
(come), fully preach, perfect, supply.”

This author is not suggesting that any of these translations of this word are wrong. This is being mentioned
just to point out how easy it is for the translator’s theology and understanding to influence the translation. The words
which he uses must reflect his personal theology and revelation. Each one may have a different understanding, there-
fore impacting the way he translates each word.

For example: if you were translating the New Testament and encountered this Greek word “PLEROO,” which
of the King James meanings should you choose? Should it mean “to accomplish” or “to end?” Does it mean “to ex-
pire” or “to perfect?” As you can see, the word which is chosen can greatly influence the meaning of the sentence in
which it is found. Of course the translation of a word will depend upon the context in which the word is used. But, this
too will depend entirely on the translators understanding of the context.

Another example of how many ways one Greek word has been translated, we might choose the simple
Greek word “EN” which, according to Thayer means: “in, by, with, etc.” The King James Bible translates this word like
this: “about, after, against, + almost, X altogether, among, X as, at, before, between, (here-)by (+ all means), for (...
sake of), + give self wholly to, (here-)in(-to, -wardly), X mightily, (because) of, (up-)on, (open-)ly, X outwardly, one, X
quickly, X shortly, (speedi-)ly, X that, X there(-in, -on), through(-out), (un-)to(-ward), under, when, where(-with), while,
with(-in).” Wow, that’s a lot of variety for one little word!

So it is easy to see that it is impossible for a completely “perfect” translation of the Bible to be done. Since
human beings, with their own ideas and predispositions concerning the message of Jesus, cannot avoid influencing
their translations.

Furthermore, it is very important for the translator of any work to understand what
is being said. If they don’t, their translation cannot faithfully transmit the thoughts of the
author. | have experienced this many times when having other people translate my
books into Portuguese.

It is a good thing that | read Portuguese because quite often, when reviewing the
translations done by various people, | realized that the translator did not understand
what was being said. So they just put down what they thought it could possibly mean.



Often, this did not convey the true message of the sentence or passage. In some cases,
it was exactly the opposite of what was meant. | shudder to think of having my books
translated into languages which | do not speak. How will | ever know if what is being
transmitted is what | intended?

In the same way, it is essential that any translator of the Bible have revelation. He
must have had God reveal His mysteries to him and, consequently, deeply understand
the message. If not, he will put words on paper which do not transmit what God is trying
to say, make the message difficult to understand, or even say the wrong thing entirely.

A knowledge of the Greek language is not enough. God’s revelation is not based
on facts or “knowledge.” It is necessary for the Lord to open our spiritual eyes so that
we really understand His plans, His purposes, and His will. If not, our translation will be
faulty. Simply stringing “correct” words together in religious sounding sentences will not
arrive at the goal either. Although these words may be “correct,” they may not and,
probably do not, transmit the intentions of the Author.

Consequently, we cannot, indeed we must not, assume that our present transla-
tions are without any subtle deviations inadvertently introduced by the translators.
Therefore, as part of our search to arrive at God’s truth, we will of necessity look at
some common Bible verses which perhaps could have been translated in a clearer
manner. We will examine the possible translations of some Greek words, seeking for a
clearer or more exact translation.

THE GOSPEL OF FORGIVENESS

One such dilution of the gospel is something we will call “the gospel of forgive-
ness.” Very many Christians think that Jesus’ purpose in coming to this earth was to for-
give us. They imagine that He died and rose again in order to satisfy the Father in such
a way that He would forgive us. Their understanding of Jesus’ work on our behalf is
summed up in this word, “forgiveness.”

Now it is true that Jesus can and does forgive us. This is a genuine part of the
gospel. In no way would this author ever wish to diminish the wonderful blessing of be-
ing forgiven by God. But this is only a part of Jesus’ message and, as we shall see, it
was not the focus of, or the main part of, what Jesus came to do.

When the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, speaking to him about God’s
plan for the child in Mary’s womb, he said: “Joseph, you son of David, don’t be afraid to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she
will have a son and you shall call his name JESUS, for it is he who will save his people
from their sins” (Mt 1:20, 21).

Now, if you think about it, this is a different message from “forgiveness.” The an-
gel did not say that He would “forgive His people for their sins.” Here we are told that
Jesus would “save” or “deliver” His people from their sins. To “forgive” is one thing. To
“save from” is another. The forgiven person will possibly keep right on sinning and,
therefore, keep right on needing forgiveness. The person who is delivered from their sin
has experienced something much more profound. That person actually stops sinning!



The “gospel of forgiveness” basically assumes that Christians will just go on sin-
ning and sinning and Jesus will just continue forgiving and forgiving until the day He fi-
nally comes and puts an end to this vicious cycle. On that day, it seems, Jesus will
transform us in the blink of an eye, finally and at last, putting an end to our sin.

The good news of salvation, on the other hand, is that Jesus can and will actually
deliver us from who and what we are. This can happen right now, today! Through follow-
ing Him, we can be changed to be different people — people who no longer sin. This
good news includes the idea of “sanctification” which means “to be made holy.”

The concept that the “gospel of forgiveness” is the main thrust of the biblical
message is reinforced by the translation of various verses in the New Testament. For
example, in Matthew 26:28 we read in the New King James Version: “For this is My
blood of the new covenant which is shed for many for the remission of sins.” Most ver-
sions also say something similar.

How should we understand this word “remission?” In the margin of my New King
James Version it reads: “forgiveness.” This sentence was uttered at the peak of Jesus’
ministry. He was together with His twelve disciples eating what we call “the last supper.”
This, of course, was a key event in His life, shortly before His crucifixion. So, through
this translation, we are left with the impression that Jesus’ main purpose was to bring us
forgiveness.

The Greek word here is APHESIS which means “freedom,” “deliverance,” or “re-
lease from bondage.” Only by implication can it mean “forgiveness.” Of course it can be
argued that “remission” is a possible “correct” translation. But does it really convey the
heart of God? Is forgiveness really the main thing that Jesus came to bring? Or should
we really understand that He came for our deliverance from, release from bondage to,
and freedom from, sin? To me there seems no doubt that Jesus’ mission was to accom-
plish a complete deliverance from sin. As we progress through this writing, | believe you
also will come to understand this truth.

So we see that the words chosen in the translation of this verse have a very
strong impact on how we understand what was being said.

This same Greek word is repeated in Luke 24:47. We read: “..and that repen-
tance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem” (NJKV). Once again, the time when this was uttered by our Lord — just min-
utes before His ascension into heaven — places this statement as one of the most im-
portant of all His pronouncements.

Consequently, following the common translation of this verse, many have been
energetically preaching this gospel of forgiveness. They suppose that since this was Je-
sus’ final verbal communication to us, it must be the main thrust of His message.

But is this really the good news which Jesus came to bring? Is this the message
which we are supposed to be preaching? Let us imagine for a moment a prisoner con-
demned to a lifetime of bondage. Then let us suppose that one day someone comes to
him and says: “Look, you are forgiven,” but does not open up the cell where he is con-
fined and let him out.



I’m sure that that prisoner is glad to be forgiven, but I'm even more confident that
he would like someone to unlock the door and let him go! He would like to be free, not
just forgiven. We need to be delivered from our sins, not just forgiven for doing them.
Any “salvation” which does not include delivering us from who we are and what we do is
incomplete. It falls drastically short of meeting our greatest need.

Again, in this verse we find that same Greek word APHESIS which means “to set
free,” “deliver,” and “release from bondage.” By translating it “remission” or “forgiveness”
the message becomes altered and weakened.

Also, in the book of Acts chapter 5, verse 31, many of our translations reinforce
for us the idea of a gospel of forgiveness. We read about Peter saying: “Him God has
exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and for-
giveness of sins” (NJKV). Here again we find the same Greek word which would be bet-
ter translated “freedom from” or “deliverance from” sins.

Can you see how the understanding of the translators here colors the message?
Can you see how the gospel can be subtly watered down to leave out the idea that we
can actually be set free from sin? Again, perhaps, grammatically speaking, “remission”
or “forgiveness” could be considered a “correct” translation. But is this really transmitting
what the Author was saying? Does it reflect the true revelation? Does this really express
what is on God’s heart? Is it the powerful, life-changing message which Jesus came to
bring? | think not.

Something which reinforces the “gospel of forgiveness” understanding is the very
common notion that once we receive Jesus, all our sins are forgiven — the ones in the
past, the ones in the present, and even the ones in the future. This idea seems to be
almost universally accepted in today’s church. Yet it is not true.

Of course, Jesus can forgive any and all sins, yet the teaching that He has al-
ready done so does not hold up under careful examination. For example, Jesus taught
us: “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses {sins}, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses {sins}” (Mt 6:15 NJKV). How could it be possible that our Father
wouldn’t forgive us if Jesus had already forgiven us? This is just not logical.

Also, Jesus said to the disciples: “Whoever’s sins you forgive, they are forgiven
them. Whoever’s sins you retain, they are retained” (Jn 20:23). How could it possibly be
that someone’s sins would be “retained” if they had already been forgiven by Jesus?
Obviously this cannot be true.

The popular translation of one verse in Colossians is commonly used to justify
this “everything’s already forgiven” doctrine. In the New King James Version, for exam-
ple, it reads: “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses {sins}’
(Col 2:13).

But, in the Greek text, this word “forgiven” does not appear. Although forgiveness
can be implied, it is not stated. Instead, the Greek word used here primarily means “to
grant as a favor,” or “to be gracious.” It can also mean “to rescue.” So this verse could
be translated “... graciously rescuing us from the whole of our sins.” Do you see how
this kind of translation is different? Can you understand how this is actually a different



message entirely? As we mentioned before, it is a much more powerful, complete thing
to be rescued from sin than just to be forgiven for sin.

So, the decision of the translators concerning what word to use and how to trans-
late this verse has a profound effect on the meaning which is conveyed. How the trans-
lators have understood the gospel message has, without a doubt, governed their choice
of words. Consequently, the message which we have been given through our modern
translations emphasizes forgiveness but seems to minimize the idea of deliverance.

But now we are seeing that there is really a deeper, more powerful gospel mes-
sage “hidden” in the scriptures. It is really better “good news” than the news about
God’s forgiveness. Although in no way would we ever want to diminish the value of Je-
sus’ work of forgiveness for what we do and have done, it should never be a replace-
ment for His even more astounding work of rescuing us from what we are.

This is what we really need. We need to be saved! We need to be rescued, not
only from what we do which is wrong, but even more from what we are which is what
produces this sinful behavior. Although we certainly do need forgiveness for our sins, we
have an even more desperate need to be delivered from our sin. This distinction is ex-
tremely important.

You see, one of the major problems with the “everything’s forgiven” message is
that, perhaps without meaning to, it leads people into sin. Although (I hope) no one
would openly teach this, it is a logical conclusion. People can and do reason that if God
has already forgiven all their sins, then it doesn’t matter very much if they sin once in a
while. Since it is very hard to avoid sin, and since sin often seems so attractive and
even pleasurable, what harm is there in a “little” sin or an occasional sin? How could
one sin more or less make any difference since “they are all already forgiven?”

If we do not expect to be perfected — that is really delivered from sin — and eve-
ryone else seems to be sinning with impunity, why should we be any different? If God
already has pre-forgiven us for everything and anything, it is easy to see that this pro-
duces a less serious attitude toward sin. Although certainly most agree that they
shouldn’t sin, most also seem to believe that it doesn’t make a lot of difference to God
or even that living without sinning is impossible.

The sad condition of today’s church testifies to the prevalence of this kind of “for-
giveness” gospel. It is a result of a message which has been diluted and, therefore,
robbed of its power. This lamentable situation seems to be, at least in part, the product
of an inadequate translation of the scriptures. Throughout hundreds of years, believers
have been rejoicing in their forgiveness, but not enjoying a full deliverance. Generations
of Christians have been being forgiven but have remained in bondage to their sinful na-
ture. Their expectations have not been that they will be perfected in this lifetime. In-
stead, this has remained as some kind of future hope of something which will happen
after they die or are raptured.

2.

THE NEW LIFE



But if complete deliverance from sin is the message of the gospel, how is it to
happen? Why is it that so few seem to be benefitting from this heavenly power? This
discussion is going to be a little difficult, since many have deeply ingrained concepts of
long standing. It will take some time to tease out the devil’s untruth from God’s mes-
sage. But please, patiently follow through with me the succeeding discussion.

Here again, the best understanding of the good news has been hidden from us
by unclear translation. The deliverance from sin which God has provided for us is ac-
complished by the injection of His own life into us. However, this wonderful fact is not
very clear in our modern translations. Therefore, let us now take some time and explore
this important truth together.

In John 3:3 we find still another verse which could have been rendered in a
clearer way where we read: “Jesus answered and said to him, Truly, truly | say to you,
unless someone is born from above, he is not able to perceive the kingdom of God.”
Also in John 3:7 Jesus says: “Don’t be surprised that | said to you, you must be born
from above.”

Now many translations use the words “born again” instead of “born from above.”
This is despite the fact that the Greek word here clearly indicates “from on high” or “from
above.” Only by implication can it mean “anew” or “again.” Such translations makes
these verses much less clear. Perhaps this was another way in which God’s enemy has
succeeded in obscuring the truth from us.

The fact is that no one can experience birth a second time. As Jesus explained to
Nicodemus, He was not referring to entering back into his mother’s womb and so be
“born again.” His words “born from above” meant something entirely different. He was
saying that a life “from above” could be born inside of us.

What then is this life “from above?” It is the life of God the Father. It is God’s own
life being born into us through the Holy Spirit. This then is not “us” being born a second
time, but something new being born inside of us. Although we have our participation in
this birth, it is not our own life having a new beginning, but the life of Another — the very
life of God — being born inside of us.

This birth is somewhat parallel to a natural birth in the following way: Just as the
human egg and sperm unite to form a new life, so the Holy Spirit joins with our human
spirit to form a new spiritual life inside of us. Jesus explains: “That which is born natu-
rally is the physical body, and that which is born of the Spirit is our human spirit” (Jn
3:6). Also we read: “But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with the Lord” (1 Cor
6:17).

This is what Jesus meant when He used the phrase “born from above.” God is
the One “above.” When, through His Spirit which comes down from Him, He generates
His own life in us, we have been “regenerated” which is what some call being “born
again.” Peter makes this very clear when he says: “You have been regenerated not by
perishable parentage but by immortal parentage: by God’s living word that exists eter-
nally” (1 Pet 1:23).



Further clarifying this we read: “These are not those who were born through
bloodlines, or through the choice of the flesh, or by the decision of men, but who were
actually born of God” (Jn 1:13). When we are “born from above” by having God’s own
life generated inside of us, we become the sons and daughters of God Himself.

This fact that we can receive God’s own life should be quite clear from the scrip-
tures. Yet, once again our translations of the New Testament have not served us well.
Instead, they have obscured this truth leaving us in spiritual poverty. You see, in the
Greek language, there are actually three different words for “life.” They are “BIOS,”
“PSUCHE,” and, “ZOE.” Although they have distinctly different meanings in Greek, they
are almost always translated for us as one word in English: “life.” Although this may be a
“correct” translation, it fails miserably to transmit the thoughts of God given to us in the
Greek language.

For example, the word “BIOS” — from where we get our word “biology” — refers to
our life in this physical world. It refers to the duration of our life, the means by which we
sustain our physical life, and the moral conduct of our physical life.

The word “PSUCHE?” refers to our psychological life: our feelings, our thinking,
and our decision making process. This word is often also translated “soul” in the Bible.
Perhaps using the words “soul life” would have been a better and clearer way to trans-
late this word. This is something quite distinct from our physical, biological life.

Now the word “ZOE” has an extremely important meaning. According to W. E.
Vine, in his Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, this means: “...life as God
has it, that which the Father has in Himself, and which He gave to the Incarnate Son to
have in Himself.” It is this word ZOE which is used throughout the New Testament to re-
fer to the life of God Himself. It would have been much better, therefore, to translate
ZOE as “the Father’s life,” or “God’s life” so that the readers could really understand
God’s message.

This then is what Jesus came to bring us: the life of God Himself. This is really
good news! We can receive into our beings the very life of God! We can become His
children through having His life being born inside of us. Can’t you see what a difference
this makes? This ZOE is very different from either BIOS or PSUCHE.

The clearer translation of this Greek word is of the utmost importance. Without
understanding it correctly, not only don’t we receive important revelation, but we can be
led into serious error. In fact, the church of our day is full of very egregious errors which
are a result of failing to understand this one Greek word correctly. Satan has been suc-
cessful in obscuring this marvelous truth and leading many into error through inade-
quate translations. For example, when we read Jesus saying in John 10:10 that: “I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (NKJV), what
sort of “life” does He mean?

If this word were “BIOS,” we could assume that Jesus came prosper us physi-
cally and materially with all kinds of health and wealth. If this word were “PSUCHE,” we
would know that Jesus came to make us happy and well-adjusted emotionally and
straighten out all of our problems. But instead, this word is “ZOE.” Jesus came to give
us the very life of God and give us this life abundantly! Hallelujah! What a wonderful gift!



As you can see, depending on the translation of this word, we could have very
different “gospel” messages. And this is just what has happened. The devil has suc-
ceeded in filling the today’s church with many aberrant, erroneous, and foolish “gospels”
which have led many Christians away from the truth and caused them to stumble into
sin in the darkness.

| consider that this failure to translate the word “life” adequately has been the
greatest impediment to the progress of the Christian Church. It has immeasurably hin-
dered believers from understanding the truth of God and, therefore, from obtaining all
that He has for them. It has left believers in confusion and without any kind of clear un-
derstanding of the gospel. It has left them chasing after many other interpretations of
the good news which are not really the truth and which have caused them immeasur-
able harm.

One of the most harmful of these “gospels” is the gospel of prosperity. This mes-
sage insists that Jesus wants to improve our life financially. Those preaching this are
failing to see that BIOS is not what Jesus came to bring. Due to this erroneous transla-
tion and resulting wrong understanding of what Jesus came to give us, many believers
are chasing after the things of this world which are part of the devil’s kingdom.

This failure of the translators to distinguish between these Greek words with dis-
tinctly different meanings seems to me to be a most serious deficiency resulting in much
spiritual darkness. It seems as if the translators did not understand the message of
God’s life themselves and so did not indicate to us readers that these were different
Greek words with possible differing translations. This omission has left many genera-
tions of Christians in the dark about such a profound truth.

As an example of how important a correct understanding is, when Jesus tells us
that we must “lose our life” to get life, how does this make sense if we don’t distinguish
between these words translated as “life?” We read in Matthew 6:17: “For whoever de-
sires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.” To lose
life in order to get life is illogical. It would seem better to hang onto the life we have and
just add to it by getting more. This is very confusing. But it is only confusing until we re-
alize that we must lose our own soul life (PSUCHE) to gain God’s life (ZOE). You see,
the translation makes all the difference. This actually makes sense.

The following may seem like a bold statement, but it is entirely true. Without un-
derstanding that the life which Jesus came to bring us is God’s life, it is impossible to
clearly understand the gospel. This one truth is the key to understanding God’s purpose
and plan for us. Without this key, many, many things taught to us in the scriptures re-
main obscure and difficult to understand. This is an absolutely crucial truth for us to
comprehend.

Yet, in my experience speaking with thousands of believers over a period of more
that forty years, | have found that almost none of them know what eternal life is. This is
really sad. Due to unclear translations of the New Testament, very, very few Christians
have any idea that the life which Jesus gives us is the life of God the Father. However,
this is the very core thought of the gospel message.



Most imagine that eternal life is their own life going on forever. Others seem to
think that the gospel has to do with a destination, i.e. where they will spend eternity. Still
others imagine that they will “return to Eden” and become again life Adam and Eve. Vir-
tually none understand that they have received the life of a Superior Being, the very life
of God Himself.

The darkness under which the church labors and the resulting expenditure of
vain effort trying to do God’s work without a clear understanding of eternal life is truly
lamentable.

Thus, through generations of unwitting translators who themselves seem to have
failed to understand the message, the devil has succeeded in impoverishing the church
and robbing believers of this crucial insight which is truly “life changing.”

ETERNAL LIFE

Now this “life” of God which we receive has some very interesting characteristics
which are worth mentioning. The first thing we notice is that this life is eternal. It never
began and will never end. It was never born and cannot die. Furthermore, until Jesus
died and rose again from the dead, God was the only being in the universe to possess
this kind of “eternal” life. 1 Timothy 6:15,16 teaches us that God is [or was] the only im-
mortal being. We read that He is: “...the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality...”

Yet, God has not seen fit to keep this immortal life to Himself. He is offering it to
men through the preaching of the good news. We read about: “...our Savior the
Anointed One, Jesus, who rendered death ineffective and brought the eternal life of God
— even immortality — to light through the gospel” (2 Tim 1:10).

By the way, the word “everlasting” which we find in some translations is not accu-
rate. This is because someone who was born today and then never died would “last for-
ever.” Therefore, their life could be considered as “everlasting.”

However, God’s life is different than this. His life never began. Not only will it
never end but it has always existed. This is what the Bible means when it uses the word
“eternal.” We read in Psalms 90:2 “...from eternity to eternity, you are God” (HCSB).

The good news is that God is offering His own eternal life to men. We can have
the very life of God born inside of us. His life can be born in our spirit through the action
of the Holy Spirit. This is what it means to “be born from above” (Jn 3:3).

BEING SAVED BY HIS LIFE

Now for more good news. It is this holy life that is saving us from what we are.
The following is a wonderful verse. “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be be-
ing saved by His life” (Rm 5:10). Here we discover the agency through which we will be
being saved. The “agent” which will do this for us and in us is God’s life. It is this life
which will liberate us from sin!



You see, there is an amazing characteristic of God’s life of which we should be
aware. It is supremely holy. God never sins, therefore his life is sinless. This is not be-
cause He is trying not to sin. This is not because He is trying to resist sin. It is because
of who He is. His nature is the exact opposite of sin. Not only does God never sin, but
He cannot even be tempted by sin (Js 1:13). This is a very precious truth.

But how does this help us? You see, all the purity, holiness, righteousness, kind-
ness, patience, love, etc. which describe the nature of God is contained in His life. Fur-
thermore, it is this holy life which can be born inside of us. So, the plan of God is for His
life to grow up in us and fill us to such an extent that we express His holy nature. This is
the way we can be liberated from our sin. It is to be filled with the life of a holy God!

This wonderful truth bears repeating. God’s plan to liberate us from sin is to fill us
with Himself. He is a sinless being. His life never sins. Therefore, when we are filled with
and led by this life, we too do not sin. In this way we are freed from our sin. Freedom
from sin is not by having our old life changed. Instead, it is by being filled to overflowing
with whole new, sinless life — the life of God Himself.

Still another New Testament verse which relates to this subject, but has been
poorly translated is found in 1 John 3:9 where we read: “Whoever is born of God does
not sin.” Wow, what a verse! It seems from this verse as if no one has ever been “born
of God” except Jesus, since only He never sinned. All of us Christians sin, so logically,
we haven’t been born of God. This translation makes for a very confusing situation.

But there is a better translation. We read: “That which is begotten of God [i.e. the
new spiritual man] does not sin because it is his {God’s supernatural} seed that has
come to live in him. In fact, he [the new spiritual man] cannot sin because it is some-
thing which is begotten by God [who is perfectly righteous].” You see, “That which is be-
gotten of God” does not sin and, in fact, cannot sin because it has the life and nature of
God Himself.

Consequently, our greatest need to to be filled with the life of God. He is our sal-
vation and deliverance. He is the One who is saving His people from their sin. He is do-
ing this by injecting His own sinless life inside of them and then living His life out
through them. What a wonderful salvation!

SO WHY DO WE STILL SIN?

Since then we have had a sinless life born into us, why is it that we still sin? Why
is it that so many believers are still dominated by sin? Where is this glorious deliverance
which has been promised to us?

It should be clear to us that every life expresses its own nature. The nature of our
old, Adamic life is to sin. The nature of God’s life is to express righteousness. Therefore,
those who have been “born of God” have within them two “lives.” They have a human
life (PSUCHE) which sins. They also have a divine life (ZOE) which never sins. The
trouble is that the old life is often more mature and developed than the new life. So, it is
much “stronger” than the new life. Therefore, the old life and nature dominate. Even



though they have been “born from above” Christians do not always express the nature
of this new life within them.

You see, this new life in us is born as every other life is born: an infant. It begins
immature. So just because we have been “born from above” does not mean that we
automatically express the nature of our Father. Although all true believers do express
their Father’s nature some of the time, it is also true that their own human nature often
finds its expression too. All too frequently, it is the old life which dominates our living.

The solution is that this new divine life must grow. It must mature. It must go be-
yond being an infant inside of us and grow up to fill us completely. We read that we
should: “...we should grow up in all things into him who is the head, even the Anointed
One” (Eph 4:15).

When Jesus was born on this earth, He was born in a lowly, dirty, smelly place —
in a manger in a stable. In the same way, when Jesus is born into us, He is again born
into a lowly, dirty, smelly place. But Jesus did not stay in the manger. He left there and
grew up to be a mature man. We read: “And the Child grew and became strong in spirit,
filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him” (Lk 2:40). In the same way, we
too must grow up spiritually into His fulness.

This new birth is just the beginning, the first step in a process called salvation.
Although many people equate “being saved” with “being born again,” this is not scriptur-
ally accurate. A careful reading of the New Testament reveals that our salvation does
indeed begin with this new birth, but it doesn’t end until our body is glorified at the com-
ing of Jesus Christ.

So we now understand that the “agent,” the substance which saves us from who
and what we are, is the very life of God maturing in us. Just as our first, natural birth
was an event, so too, our new birth in Christ happens only once. But our deliverance
from sin is an ongoing process. Our salvation does not stop with the new birth. This is
only logical since no life we know about ends with birth. Instead, birth is just the begin-
ning of a long process of growth and maturity. It is the same with the new spiritual life.

As this life grows, it begins to express itself and its own nature more and more.
The more it matures, the more it dominates our old life and nature. As we grow spiritu-
ally, our sinful habits and desires change. This is not because of our own efforts or de-
termination but because another life with a new nature is being seen in us.

This is a wonderful, life changing salvation. This is a powerful message which
can change anyone and everyone. This is not a message of self effort, but one of an
exchanged life. This is not a gospel of “works” or striving, but of being graciously filled
with the life of Jesus. We can be filled with and animated by the life of Another who is
100 percent holy!

Can you see now how it seems that the gospel has been “hidden” because of in-
adequate translations of the New Testament? The gospel of forgiveness by itself — as
precious as forgiveness is — does not convey the message of liberation. But the gospel
of salvation shows us clearly how to be filled with God’s own life and therefore be com-
pletely freed from sin.



MORE TRANSLATION PROBLEMS

As we have been seeing, the reason many do not understand these truths is be-
cause of more weak or inadequate translations of the New Testament. As a further ex-
ample of such a difficulty, much of the gospel is presented to us through our current
translations as being in the past tense. This, of course, is based on the verb tenses
which are used in each sentence. Somehow many theologians and, consequently,
many Bible translators emphasize through their use of verbs in the past tense, a kind of
gospel which is said and done. It is in the past. It is based on “the finished work of
Christ.”

Consequently, this seems merely to be a message about something which al-
ready happened long ago. What the scriptures appear to say is that all we need to do
today is “believe” in many things that have already occurred. The result is a gospel
which is a static, finished, “old,” distant sort of message. From reading our present
translations, we are left with the impression that once we “believe” then: we have been
saved; we have been justified; we have been sanctified; we have been buried with
Christ; we have been raised with Christ; and, amazingly, we have even been “glorified”;
and many, many other such things.

The problem is that most, if not all, believers are not actually experiencing these
things. They are not real to them. It is not happening in their lives. They don’t seem to
be being changed. They aren't full of the resurrected life. They don’t feel holy. They es-
pecially aren’t shining brilliantly like the glorified Christ. Even though they are trying very
hard to “believe” in these “truths,” the experience of these things is not truly real to
them.

This leads many Christians into frustration. They try and try. They “believe” as
hard as they can, yet their lives are still full of sin. Perhaps they also try to avoid sin, but
they slip up constantly and don’t have any complete victory over their natural impulses.

The message of “all we have to do is believe” in something which happened in
the past, fills the church of our day with a palpable sense of unreality. So many people
are worshipping about, praying about, teaching about, and “believing in” things which
are not real in their lives. They are not being radically changed. They are not really be-
ing delivered from sin.

This makes the gospel into a kind of fairy tale. It has become a message about
some wonderful thing which will happen far away in the heavens after we die or or are
“raptured.” It has become a powerless, ineffective message which does little to impact
our daily lives. It is something which produces few changes in the lives of Christians
and, consequently, is not very attractive to outsiders.

As already stated, much of this problem can be laid at the feet of our translations
of the New Testament. You see, the Greek language has a verb tense which is not
found in most of our modern languages. It is called the “aorist” tense. Most seem to
teach that this verb is a form of the past tense. Since this verb tense is used in many



key passages in the New Testament, such a rendering puts a major part of the gospel in
the past tense.

But it seems that this may not be the whole story. What if the “aorist” tense is not
strictly the past tense? This would make a tremendous difference in our translations of
the gospel!

Please bear with me as we investigate this possibility together. I will try to keep
this explanation as simple and short as possible so as to not lose the attention of the
readers. We find one expert, Grant R. Osborne, saying the following: “...the aorist does
not imply a ‘once for all’ action, as it has commonly been misinterpreted.” Another
author, F. Beetham says: “...use of the aorist indicates that the viewpoint of the speaker
or writer is outside the action being described, while its beginning and end are in view”
(Emphasis by the author).”™ Someone else writes: “...the aorist also has several special

specialized senses meaning present action.”
*(The Hermeneutical Spiral, 2nd ed., InterVarsity Press, 2006, page 69).
**(Greece & Rome, Vol. 49, No. 2, October 2002).
So you see, the Aorist tense is not always limited to the past. It also can have

ongoing present and even future aspects.

If we then apply this understanding to the verbs found in the gospel message, a
whole new vista of truth opens up before us. In fact, it is almost a different gospel which
has been hidden by the translation of the verb tenses. Instead of being something dry,
old, past tense, said and done, and “finished,” it becomes something living, active, rele-
vant, experiential, and ongoing.* Verbs which have been translated as the past tense
take on a new meaning when we understand them to be in the present, continuing

tense.

*(Of course no one, especially this author, wishes to dispute the “finished work of Christ.” On the cross He
said: “it is finished” (Jn 19:30). Yet this must only refer to Christ’s work for us, not to His work in us. How can we know
this? This must be true because Paul says: “...for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleas-
ure (Philip 2:13). Since God is still working in us, it must be that His work is not finished yet. While Jesus’ work for us
has been done, the outworking of this finished work— His work in our lives today — is still unfinished and ongoing.)

Let’s look together at some well-known scriptures which use the aorist tense to
see how much of a difference this new translation makes. Paul and his companions said
to the jailer at Philippi: “Be believing on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be being
saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31).

What a tremendous difference this makes in our understanding of this verse!
Here we see that believing is not something we do once in the past but something we
need to keep on doing. Furthermore, “being saved” is revealed, not as a one-time, past
event but an ongoing process. (If this thought is new to you, please do not get upset.
We will explain more about this process later on in this writing). This then is a dynamic
message. It is a living, active gospel which we need to be experiencing in our lives right
now.

Another verse which (although it is not in the aorist tense but the future tense)
clearly shows that the gospel is really dynamic is found in Romans 5, verse 10 where
we read: “For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of



His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be being saved by His life [grow-
ing up in us).”

You see, being “reconciled to God” is speaking about forgiveness. This is won-
derful thing since it brings us back into a relationship with God. But, according to this
verse, there is something “much more.” There is something much greater and more im-
portant than this reconciliation through forgiveness. That “much more” thing is being
saved by (through the agency of) His life growing in us. This is an active, right now
message. It is something which needs to be occurring in our lives today.

Through our new understanding of the aorist verb tense, many other biblical
truths become more understandable. For example, Romans 6:6, read with this new verb
tense, reads: “We know this: that our “old man” is being crucified with him so that sin in
its entirety would be being rendered inoperative, in order that we would no longer be in
slavery to sin.” Now this is really different than the old, “already finished” version, yet it
aligns much more with our experience.

While it is true that “we have been crucified with Christ,” which we read about in
Galatians 2:20 where it is a true “past tense” Greek verb, now we discover something
even more wonderful. Here in Romans 6:6 we see that this crucifixion can be applied to
us today. We can actually experience it! This then is no longer merely a historical fact
which we are trying to “believe.” Instead, it is something which can be real to us. It can
be happening in our lives as we follow Jesus right now.

How much we need to actually experience such a crucifixion! It is wonderful that
Jesus died for us and we “died with Him.” But if it has no impact on our daily life, if we
are not experiencing the reality of that crucifixion right now, is it really doing us any
good?

In order to be free from our old life and nature, the old soul life (PSUCHE) needs
to be crucified. It needs to die. There is simply no other way to be free from it and its ac-
tivities. But how can this possibly happen if we are not experiencing the death of Christ
in our lives today? What good is “our death with Jesus” doing us if it is just some distant,
theoretical, “spiritual,” truth? If it can’t be real to us, how are we supposed to be
changed? If our soul life isn’t really being put to death every day, how can we be free
from its influence and nature?

Not only do we desperately need to experience Christ’s death today, but we also
need to experience the resurrection of Jesus for ourselves. Paul makes an interesting
and enlightening statement. He says: “/ want to know him and the power of his resurrec-
tion — which comes through participating in his sufferings and becoming integrated into
his death — so that in this way | may be experiencing the resurrection from the dead”
(Philip 3:10:11).

Yes, we need to experience the resurrection of Jesus too. But there is a problem
here. Living people never resurrect. This is only possible for the dead. Therefore, if we
are not knowing His death for ourselves — if it is not becoming real in our lives — then we
can never know His resurrection. Consequently, we remain defeated, bound by sin, and
powerless. The power of Jesus is in His resurrection. It is not until we daily experience
His death that we can daily know the power of His resurrected life (ZOE).



BEING IMMERSED

Not only can we actually experience the death and resurrection of Christ today,
but we also need to experience baptism. The word “baptize” means “to immerse.” It is
probable that many of you readers have gone through a ceremony called “baptism”
where you were dunked in some water. This is not a bad thing. It is a testimony to the
heavenly rulers and others of our having agreed with God to enter into Jesus’ death.

However, with our new understanding of the aorist verb tense, we see that our
baptism cannot stop with just a dunking. There is a lot more to it than that. Our being
immersed into the death of Christ, must be an ongoing, daily experience. We read: “Or
don’t you realize that all who are being immersed {baptized} into the Anointed One Je-
sus are immersed into his death? Therefore, we are being buried with him into death
through immersion into the Anointed One so that as the Anointed One was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should be walking in the newness of the
Father’s life” (Rm 6:3,4).

Here we understand baptism in a new light. It is not simply a one-time thing. Be-
ing immersed into the death of the Jesus can be and, in fact, must be our daily experi-
ence. In Galatians 3:27 we read: “For as many of you as are being immersed into the
Anointed One, are putting on the Anointed One.”

Now some may argue here that this “being immersed” is a past event for true be-
lievers and that they have already “put on” Christ. But let me ask you a question. Are
you really as “immersed into Christ” as much as you would like to be? Are you satisfied
that you have all of Jesus in your life that you want or need? Have you really been
changed into His image in a way that is visible to others so that they can see that you
have actually “put on Christ?” Are you truly a different person?

If not, then the ongoing, daily experience of being immersed {baptized} into
Christ and into His death is for you! You can be experiencing the reality of what your
“symbolic” immersion in water was pointing to.

Another verse reads: “Since you are being buried together with him through [the
death which] baptism [symbolizes], you are also being co-resurrected with him through
faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead” (Col 2:12). What a wonderful
thing! By experiencing the reality of baptism — being immersed into His death — we can
also experience being co-resurrected with Him by the power of God!

We can be, and indeed we must be, immersed in Jesus day after day. It is this
immersion in Christ which is changing is. It is our constant immersion into Him which is
changing us from what we are into what He is. Jesus teaches us: “He who is believing
and is being baptized {being immersed} will be being saved, but he who disbelieves will
be condemned” (Mk 16:6).

There are some Christians who like to emphasize “being baptized in the Holy
Spirit.” Some feel that this is “a necessary experience” for being saved. Others think that
it is a second step or a second experience after being “born again.”



Yet, from our previous discussion we can now understand something much more
profound. Being baptized or immersed in the Holy Spirit is not just a one-time experi-
ence. It is not meant to be merely a “second experience” but a daily experience. It
needs to happen again and again, over and over until we are saturated with all that He
is.

This being immersed into Jesus is intimately related to being filled with the Holy
Spirit. This too is supposed to be a daily experience for all believers. We are admon-
ished: “And don’t be drunk with wine which produces lack of self control but be being
filled to fulness with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18). Here is a wonderful verse. We can be being
filled with the Holy Spirit! This also is not just a one time thing. God has not given His
Spirit sparingly. He has “poured it out” on us. Therefore, we can be filled again and
again, more and more with Him! We can be being filled.

BEING CIRCUMCISED

Let me ask you an important question. Are you circumcised yet? No, | don’t mean
to ask if you have had pieces of your physical body cut off. What | mean to ask is if you
have experienced the true circumcision of which the physical surgery is a type? Have
you had your flesh cut away? Did you even realize that as a Christian you are supposed
to be circumcised? Since most Bibles translate the important verses about this subject
in the past tense, they make it seem to be something which has already happened. This
then would be a “surgery” which you didn’t feel, don’t realize happened, and is doing
you little, if any, good.

But when we read verses about circumcision in a different rendering of the aorist
verb tense something new and wonderful comes into view. In Colossians 2:11 we read:
“Itis also in him that you are being circumcised with a circumcision not done with hu-
man hands but instead through the stripping off of the entirety of the sins of the flesh but
by the spiritual circumcision which occurs in the Anointed One.”

The true question then is: Have you experienced having your flesh cut off by the
work of the Spirit? Has the spiritual reality of what circumcision symbolizes become real
in your life? The above verse makes it clear that this can happen to us. It can become
our experience. Hallelujah, we can be rid of our flesh!

Paul also teaches us: “...but he is a frue Jew who is one inwardly and genuine
circumcision is something which happens not by the letter of the law but in the heart by
the operation of the Spirit; whose praise is not from men but from God” (Rm 2:29).

The first person in the Bible to be circumcised was Abraham. This rite was pre-
scribed by God as a result of His faith, pointing to something in the future which had to
do with his children. Through our faith, we are today considered “children of Abraham,”
the father of faith. Being his spiritual descendants qualifies us for the wonderful, spiritual
reality of the circumcision which he only experienced physically.

Paul teaches us: “Furthermore, it was so that he could be the father of the cutting
away of the flesh {circumcision} not only to those who are physically circumcised but



also to those who are walking in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had
while still uncircumcised” (Rm 4:12).

So we understand that there is a spiritual experience of circumcision which is for
all believers. We all must know for ourselves a divine surgery which has a radical impact
on who and what we are. We need God to cut off the flesh which encompasses us. We
desperately need to rid of this encumbering mass of “flesh,” this burden of the old life
and nature, so that we can walk with Him without hindrance. We need to experience the
removal of the sinful nature which identifies us with the ungodly.

BEING SANCTIFIED

Yet another truth which should be becoming real to us is that of being sanctified.
Many understand the word “sanctified” as meaning “being set apart.” Although the word
includes this meaning, it falls far short of the total significance of the word. Literally, it
means “to be made holy.” Now being separated from what is common and unclean is
certainly part of being made holy. But if we are only “set apart” and never actually
changed to be holy, we never experience the fulness of what this word means.

When we rightly understand the verses about this subject in the New Testament,
it becomes clear that this too is an ongoing process which we should be experiencing.
We should be becoming holy. This fits well with what God spoke to us. He said: “Be-
come holy, for | am holy” (1 Pet 1:16). Also we read: “...since his divine power has pro-
vided us with everything that is necessary for the development of his life within us and
the holiness which it produces, through fully knowing him who calls us to his own glory
and virtuous character” (2 Pet 1:3).

We also are taught: “But now, being set free from sin and being enslaved to God,
you have the ‘fruit’ of being made holy as the result of God'’s eternal life” (Rm 6:22).
Also: “For this is the will of God: your being made holy” (1 Thess 4:3). And: “But we are
compelled to always give thanks to God for you brethren who are loved by the Lord be-
cause God chose you from the beginning to receive a complete salvation through being
made holy by the Spirit and by having faith in the truth” (1 Thess 2:13). And finally,
“Pursue peace with all men and pursue being made holy, since without such holiness no
one will see the Lord” (1 Pet 12:14).

So we understand that being made holy is an experience we should be having
right now today. Of course this is not a result of self-effort. It is not attained by our
“works.” It is accomplished by the grace of God through our faith. Nevertheless, holi-
ness must be real in our lives. It should be happening to us and in us. It must not be just
an idea in our mind or our hoping that God thinks we are something which we really are
not.

Now dear readers, do you see how there are two “versions” of the gospel? Can
you see, depending on how the scriptures are translated, that there are two messages?
One is a static, past tense, cut and dried gospel that many are trying very hard to be-
lieve. The other is an experiential, ongoing, living, active gospel which is producing real
changes in the lives of those who are believing.



TRUE FAITH

Since we know that the true experience of the gospel about which we are speak-
ing is ours through faith, it seems necessary to spend some time to investigate what
faith really is. If, in some way, our understanding of faith is insufficient or even in error,
this will limit our experience of the marvelous truths which we have been investigating.
Unfortunately, this is another subject which is fraught with misunderstanding.

It is very clear in the scriptures that our salvation is by God’s grace through faith.
There is no reason for anyone to doubt this precious truth. Yet, what does “faith” mean?
How are we to have it or, once we have it, how can we have more of it? Since, as we
have been seeing, salvation is something we desperately need more and more of, it is
important to understand what faith is.

How can we arrive at faith? Obviously it not something we can generate from
within ourselves. It is not a result of our “works” or self-effort. The scriptures teach us:
“For by grace you are being saved through faith which is not your own, but instead is a
gift from God” (Eph 2:8). So we see that true faith does not originate with us. There is
nothing we can do to earn it or deserve it. It comes through grace. It is something which
God freely gives us.

But how does this work? How does God give us faith? He does it by revealing
Himself to us. We read: “...everyone who sees the Son and believes into him, would
have his eternal life” (Jn 6:40). Do you understand this? Jesus gives us faith by reveal-
ing Himself to us. First, in some way or other which He chooses, He shows us some-
thing about Himself or speaks to us. Then, our reaction to this revelation is called “faith.”

This truth is reaffirmed to us in John’s gospel where we read: “This was the be-
ginning of the signs which Jesus did in Cana of Galilee through which he manifested his
glory — and his disciples believed into him” (Jn 2:11). The disciples’ faith was a result of
seeing His glory.

Abraham, the “father of faith” came to his faith in exactly the same way. First,
“...the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision...” (Gen 15:1). Then, “...he believed in
the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (Gen 15:6). So we see that faith
comes from God revealing Himself to us. Our reaction to His revelation is called “faith.”
This is why He is called the “...author and finisher of our faith.” Another version reads:
“...Jesus, the originator and perfecter of our faith,” (Heb 12:2). Our faith begins with Him
and is perfected by Him as He increasingly shows more of Himself to us.

All true faith is the result of the revelation of God. It is not a mental, intellectual
exercise. It is nothing which we can achieve ourselves. It is not the result of Bible study,
memorization, or constant repetition of Bible verses. All these are just the efforts of the
flesh through the human mind. Although many Christians are occupied with these things
hoping to have more faith, it is a vain effort.



Far too many Christians are trying to arrive at faith in this carnal way. They are
trying to “believe” in many scriptural truths, hoping that through this exercise these pre-
cious truths will be become real in their lives. This is just a vain attempt to arrive at
something spiritual. It is engaging the efforts of the soul (PSUCHE) to try and produce
something which only happens through the Spirit of life (ZOE).

While some might manage to convince themselves of some biblical truth or other
using these methods, this is not true faith. The source of faith is not of this earth. It does
not come from ourselves. It is a gift which comes from God.

The truth that it God who gives us faith is emphasized in the original New Testa-
ment language. There are many instances when some translations read “faith in Jesus,”
the Greek actually reads: “the faith of Jesus.” (Rm 3:22,26; Gal 2:15, 3:22; Rev 14:12
for example). This is a different meaning. Truly faith comes from Him and not from our-
selves.

As an example of the way many Christians try to “believe” in Bible verses let us
look at 2 Corinthians 5:17. This is one verse which | have found many Christians trying
to believe, yet without results. Since this verse is found in the Bible, they are assured
that it must be true. They try and try to believe it. Yet their experience is entirely different
that what they read.

In the New King James Version we read: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
When we honestly analyze this verse, it doesn’t seem to fit with our experience. The
fact is that not all the “old things” have gone away. Many of them are still here. Further-
more, everything has not become new. This is simply not true in our experience.

Yet many, many Christians are trying to “believe” this verse. They are trying des-
perately to imagine that what still seems to be “old” is not really real. They are trying to
convince themselves that “everything has become new.” They are trying very hard to
“believe the Bible.”

Unfortunately, concerning this verse in 2 Corinthians, our New Testament transla-
tions have again failed us. Did you notice that the words “he is” in the phrase “he is a
new creation” are in italics? This is because they are not in the original text. Also, the
word translated “passed away” would be much better translated “bypassed” or “super-
seded.” With this in mind | would like to present an alternative translation which | believe
fits better with our experience.

“...when anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation inside of him. The original
{natural} man has been superseded {passed by, Gk}, look, a completely new being has
come into existence [the new spiritual man].” This then is something which seems more
real. It fits much better with our experience as Christians.

The unfortunate truth is that using our mental powers to try and create faith actu-
ally harms our faith. When we apply our mind to try and “believe” something and yet it is
not and does not become real to us, this makes our spiritual life more and more imagi-
nary and less experiential. Many, through continued effort with this kind of mental exer-
cise, become discouraged and even lose the faith they had. Since what they are trying
to “believe” is not happening for them, they lose hope and begin to doubt the truth of the



gospel. This sad situation is made even worse when they are trying to believe in verses
which have not been correctly translated.

It can even happen that Christians trying to believe in this way end up in unreality
and error. Since what they are trying to believe is not real to them, their spiritual lives
become full of imagination. They begin to “believe” all sorts of foolish “visions,” revela-
tions, teachings, etc. which have little, if any basis in reality. This common condition is a
result of trying to have a mental “faith” in things which are not really our experience. To-
day’s churches are full of just such unreality.

So we see that true faith is what God gives to us through revealing Himself to us.
It is a spiritual certainty which we receive as we respond positively to all He is showing
to us about Himself. This is made very clear in the book of Hebrews 11:1,2 where we
read: “Now faith is when what is hoped for is made real to us [in the spirit]. It is when we
have a genuine inner conviction concerning unseen things. For this is how those of old
received God’s approval.” This is the faith which is given to us by God.

Let us suppose that we have come to faith through Jesus revealing Himself to us.
But we find we need more faith. The faith which we have is limited and is not bringing us
into the fullness of the salvation which we know we need. How can we have more faith?

We can have more faith simply by asking God. Since He is the source, when we
seek Him, He will reveal more of Himself to us. He will show us Himself, His plans, and
His purposes. Then, our faith will grow as we respond positively to what He is showing
us.

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

When Jesus first reveals Himself to us and we believe, we become “born from
above” (Jn 3:3). We become His children. At that moment because of our faith, God
considered us to be just. This means that He overlooks our defects and interacts with us
as if we were completely righteous. This is what is called “justification by faith.”

However, after Jesus first reveals Himself, He doesn’t stop there. He keeps on
revealing Himself every day in various ways. Then, we can continue reacting to this
revelation in faith, that is by believing in what He is showing us and acting upon it. God’s
revealing of Himself to us is meant to be a lifelong, unending process. Each and every
day He is leading us more and more into His will. He continues to speak to us. He con-
tinues to reveal His will and direction. Our part is to believe and follow Him into what He
is revealing to us.

But what happens if we stop believing? What happens if we don’t respond in faith
to what Jesus is saying to us? What about when we resist His will and do not do what
He is asking of us? Can it be that He still considered us righteous?

The answer to this question has a lot to do with our new understanding of the
aorist verb tense in the New Testament. (If you have forgotten, please refer back to our
discussion of the aorist tense.) For example, in Acts 13:39 we read: “...and that by him,
everyone who is believing is being considered just...” Further, Romans 3:24 teaches us
that we are: “...being justified freely by His grace...” (NKJV). As long as we are respond-



ing in faith to what Jesus is revealing to us of Himself, He considers us to be righteous.
We “are being justified” by faith in Him.

But when we do not believe, when we resist His will, when we rebel against what
He is showing us, then this justification is no longer in effect. When we stop believing,
we stop being justified. This means that God is no longer looking upon us as “just” peo-
ple.

Does this mean that we are “lost?” In no way! Once we are “born from above,”
we will always be His children. His eternal life is indeed eternal. Yet, when we resist and
rebel, He knows this. It is not hidden from Him. He then no longer deals with us as
righteous children but as rebellious sons and daughters.

James, in his epistle, makes this very clear. He says that our faith can die. It can
become inactive, not producing results in our lives. He shows us that our faith, if and
when it no longer causes a positive, obedient response within us, has become dead and
no longer justifies us. We read: “For as the body separated from the spirit is just a
corpse, in the same way faith separated from actions is dead” (Js 2:26).

This sentence was written by him to address the very subject we are investigat-
ing: being considered just by faith. He was trying to explain that dead, inactive faith
does not justify us. Although we are still God’s children and are loved by Him, He is not
so blind as to suppose that we are righteous when we are living in rebellion against
Him.

In order for us to continue being considered just by our Father in spite of our de-
fects, we need to continue believing. We must continue responding in faith to all that He
is revealing to us. Just believing once, a long time ago, is not sufficient. It is our daily
faith which results in our daily justification.

If and when we realize that we have been disobeying Him and not responding to
what He is revealing to us, then we need to repent. We need to turn around and begin
doing His will. We must begin actively believing in all that He is telling us.

For example, we read in Genesis 35:3, “Then God said to Jacob, ‘Arise, go up to
Bethel and dwell there; and make an altar there to God...” But let us suppose that Ja-
cob didn’t go and didn’t obey what God told him to do. Would God still be pleased with
him? What if he had reasoned in his heart saying something like this: “What difference
does it make where | build an altar? God is everywhere. It's inconvenient to move eve-
rything to Bethel. I'll just stay here and serve God where | am. That should be good
enough.”

Would such a thing satisfy God? Would He be pleased with Jacob? Would He
still consider him as being righteous? God will only continue treating us as righteous,
justified people when we obey him, responding in faith to all that He is revealing to us.

This truth applies equally to us if we are living in known sin. When we continue in
sin, God speaks to us about His displeasure in our spirit. He reveals His will to us con-
cerning our activities. When we respond in faith by repenting, He then considers us just.
But when we resist His revelation, stiffening our necks and refusing to respond to what
He is saying to us, then He does not consider us to be just. He thinks of us exactly like
we are: sinful, rebellious children whom He needs to correct and discipline.



NOT FAITH IN FACTS

Another important aspect of the faith which causes God to consider us as just is
that it is not faith in facts. It is not our believing in historical truths about Jesus. For ex-
ample, we are not justified in simply believing that Jesus died for us, rose from the dead
for our sins, etc. Sorry, this is not enough. We must believe in a Person, not merely in
facts. Facts cannot save us. Only Jesus can do that.

As we have seen, in order to believe in Jesus, we must first have seen Him. He
must have revealed Himself to us in some way. Then, and only then, can we believe in a
way which will cause us to be regenerated (be born from above) and be considered just
by God. No one can be truly converted without having a personal, real encounter with
Jesus Himself. We must actually meet Jesus.

Furthermore, true faith is not believing in biblical truths. It is not sufficient to be-
lieve in the Bible. It is not adequate just to be mentally convinced of the truth of some
Bible verses. It is not enough to recite creeds and try to convince ourselves of the truth
in them. Facts, even historically verifiable facts, cannot save us. Bible verses also can-
not save us unless God reveals Himself to us through them. Only Jesus saves. Once
again we read: “...everyone who sees the Son and believes into him, would have his
eternal life” (Jn 6:40).

INTO HIM

Did you notice the word “into” in this verse which states that we should believe
“‘into” Him? In the Greek language this word is “EIS” which is defined as: “A primary
preposition; to or into (indicating the point reached or entered).” You see, this does not
mean “in” as if we were believing in some fact. There is another Greek word for “in.”
This word means “into,” indicating a change of position. Our genuine faith causes
movement. We actually enter into Jesus. Our faith brings us into Him and Him into us in
a way that radically impacts our lives. It changes us. It enables us to receive His own life
and be “born from above.” And, it causes the Father to consider us as being just. This is
true, biblical faith.

Once again, we can see two “gospels” here. One is a gospel which emphasizes
a belief in facts, creeds, doctrines, Bible verses, etc. It is a kind of dry, mental, concep-
tual message with very little, if any, experience of the risen Jesus. It seems to state that
once we “believe” from then on God considers us just, no matter what we might do, say,
or think. It is a religion similar to the sort which the Pharisees had which was based on
their own analysis of the scriptures. It is something which does not seem very real,
which does not impact our lives profoundly, and which does not change us very much.

The other gospel is one of an intimate, genuine relationship with Jesus through
which we understand what He is saying and doing every day and are responding to this
revelation through faith. In this way, we are walking with Him and He is considering us
just. This is the result of His loving grace. This is a gospel of life-changing (actually life



exchanging) power which liberates us from who and what we are. It is a message that
actually frees us from sin.

TRANSFORMATION

One of the many benefits of receiving God’s life is our spirit is that we now can
be being transformed. This is something which all believers need to be experiencing.
Biblically, this is an ongoing, lifelong process. It is a privilege which we can and, in fact,
must enjoy so that we can fully take advantage of all that Christ did for us.

The meaning of transformation is that we become something else than we were
originally. We are changed into different people. The word “transformation” in Greek is
METAMORPHOO from which we get our word metamorphosis. This is the radical
change which a butterfly or moth caterpillar experiences as they pass through life.

Initially, after hatching from their eggs, these “worms” crawl along on the ground
or on plants. They are confined to the earth. After some time, they spin a cocoon around
themselves or secrete their chrysalis. They then stay inside these coffin-like containers
for some time, seemingly dormant. In fact, it seems as if they have died. There is no
movement or sign of life, yet a significant change is happening there in the dark.

Then, at the right moment, this “shell” begins to break open. When they finally
emerge from this “death chamber,” they are new creatures. Instead of being somewhat
ugly, earthbound worms, they have become beautiful creatures of the heavens. They
have been “transformed” or metamorphosed. This is a very accurate, biblical word to
describe the process of how we too can be changed.

This is also something which we need to experience. It is part of the wonderful
salvation which Jesus purchased for us by His blood. Transformation is accomplished
by our entering into the experience of the death and resurrection of Christ. This process
slowly changes us from what we are — natural human beings who are confined to this
earth — into glorious, heavenly beings.

Although this glory is hidden for now (2 Cor 4:7) and only will be revealed at the
coming of Jesus Christ, it is something very real. We read: “For you died {and are dying}
together with the Anointed One, yet God's life {ZOE} within you is kept hidden for now in
God, together with the Anointed One. But, when the Anointed One who is that life in us
is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in that glory” (Col 3:3,4).

Now this also is a process, something which should be occurring every day. We
read: “And don’t be conformed to the patterns of this age but be being transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you can discern what is the good, acceptable, and
perfect will of God” (Rm 12:2). Also we are encouraged: “Now the Lord is the Spirit and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with our faces unveiled,
through seeing and then reflecting the glory of the Lord are being transformed into that
same image from glory to glory” (2 Cor 3:17,18).



This is truly a wonderful message. It is really good news! We, earthly human be-
ings can experience a wonderful change. We can be transformed into the image of God!
Wow! What a thought. It seems that Jesus really does have a wonderful plan for us. He
wants to change us into His own glorious image.

If you are curious about what this might look like, you only have to read the first
part of the book of Revelation. There Jesus is described in His glorified state (Rev
1:13-16). Here we see Him in shining garments with His whole being radiating unbeliev-
able light. This shining is a result of the tremendous, eternal, unlimited power and virtue
which is filling Him.

When John saw this sight, he fell down at Jesus’ feet as if he were dead. Now
this is the same John who leaned on Jesus chest at supper (Jn 13:22). He was the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved (Jn 20:2), so he was very familiar with Jesus. Yet, when he saw
Him in His glorified condition, his humanity could not withstand the power and glory
which emanated from Him, so he collapsed in front of Him.

This, my dear brothers and sisters, is glory. The “glory” to which we are called is
not a place. It is a state of being. To be “glorified” means to be full of and radiating forth
God’s own power and splendor. This is what Jesus is calling us to. His intention is to
change us so radically, so thoroughly, that when He returns, we will be like He is right
now. This is what is called “transformation.” We really must be experiencing this change
today so that tomorrow it can be seen in us. Jesus teaches us: “Then the righteous will
shine brightly like the sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Mt 13:43).

Yet somehow, this gospel has been mostly hidden. It seems to have been
changed. Most Christians think of “glory” as a place, a destination to which they will go
perhaps somewhat similar to a celestial Disney World or Muslim paradise. Instead of a
message about our destiny — being changed into the image of Christ — we have heard a
message about a destination, somewhere where we might go.

The gospel has been diluted, it has been impoverished through misunderstand-
ing of what God is calling us to. Perhaps since many Christians have so little experience
of changes actually happening in their lives, their faith is largely imagination. Therefore,
an imaginary “glory land” full of physical and soulish pleasures appeals to them.

But let me assure you. When you are glorified with the glory of Christ, where you
are will not make any difference to you. When you are sharing in the life, nature, power,
and glory of God, destinations will be insignificant. The true gospel is not about where
we will go, but about who we will be. It is not a message of a glorious destination but of
a glorious state of being to which we are called and for which we must be preparing. It is
not a gospel about glory land but about being glorified.

PHYSICAL REWARDS

As we have seen, having an accurate translation of the scriptures is an essential
thing. How words are rendered can have an astounding influence on how Christians
understand the message of Jesus. For example, let us look at the translation just one



word of one verse of the New Testament which has powerfully influenced believers
around the world to believe in the fairy tale gospel about which we have been speaking.

Countless English speaking missionaries have encircled the globe in the past few
centuries. In no way would | wish to disparage or denigrate the value of their work. Yet
many of then carried with them the almost universally popular translation of the Bible
called the “King James Version” or the “Authorized Version.” This translation was made
at the directive of King James of England who was at the same time king and the spiri-
tual head of the Anglican Church. It was completed and first published in the year 1611.

In this version we find an interesting word. It is the word “mansions.” We read: “In
my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you” (Jn 14:2 KJV). It is unbelievable how much effect this one word
has had on generations of Christians. Many places where these missionaries went were
at the time or still are poor countries. Partly for this reason, through this verse countless
believers were easily led to hope for a mansion and other riches “when they get to
heaven.” This is what | would call the “destination centered” or “physical rewards” gos-
pel.

| remember preaching to a large congregation in a very poor country more than
twenty years ago. | was trying to explain our true rewards which we have in Christ. |
said something like this: “Look, if having a large house with three cars in the garage is
heaven, then the United States is heaven.” | was shocked to see virtually the entire
group nodding their heads in agreement with me.

But when we take a closer look at the scriptures, we find that there will be no
mansions. That’s right, no one will ever get a mansion. They don’t exist and never will
exist. The Greek word here means “dwelling places.” It does not mean palace or man-
sion.

Paul, our beloved brother, explains to us just what Jesus was talking about. Je-
sus was speaking of our new glorified bodies, not mansions. Jesus is right now prepar-
ing new heavenly bodies for us to “live” in.

Paul said: “For we know that if our earthly tent-dwelling is destroyed [our physical
body], we have a building from God, an eternal “house” in the heavens which is not
made by human hands [our glorified body]. For we truly groan for this, greatly desiring
to put on as a garment our habitation which is coming from heaven so that, being so
clothed, we will not be found naked.

“For truly we who are in this earthly ‘tent’ groan, being burdened, not simply
wanting to put something off, but to put on our immortal body so that that which is mor-
tal might be swallowed up by the eternal life of God” (2 Cor 5:1-4).

Oh the songs which have been written and the hymns which have been sung
about these “mansions” which are not scriptural, true, or real. Countless Christians for
many generations have been misled by this one mistranslated word. With this wrong
translation as a basis, many have gone on to “believe in streets of gold” filled with luxury
cars, all sorts of physical and soulish pleasures, riches such as piles of gold, etc. Yet all
this is just a fairy tale, a fable. It has nothing to do with the genuine gospel. How much
damage has been done by the erroneous translation of just one word!



This error is so pervasive and pernicious that even though few, if any, modern
translations now use this word “mansions” this notion still lives on. Even in countries
which don’t speak English and don’t use this word “mansions” in their translations, they
still have heard about and are expecting to receive mansions. The effect that this one
word has had on Christian thinking around the world is almost unbelievable.

| would like to reassure you that you won’t need a physical house or mansion
when you are in the presence of the Lord. Since there “will be no night there” (Rev 22:5)
and no one will get tired, sleepy, or fatigued, there will no need for bedrooms. Also,
there will be no hunger or necessity to prepare food, so there will be no need for kitch-
ens. Of course, there will also be no need for bathrooms.

Furthermore, there are no walls inside the New Jerusalem. We read that it is
completely transparent, like crystal (Rev 21:11). There will be no need for privacy, “a
time alone,” a need to get away from the others, etc. There will no part secret, hidden,
or dark. For all these reasons, no mansions will be wanted or needed.

Also, there will be no piles of gold. There will be no need for it either. There will
be no stores, nothing to buy, or even anything we might need. In fact, there are not even
“streets of gold” as so many believe, since in the Greek text this word is singular and,
therefore, should be translated “street” or “central square.”

WHAT WILL OUR REWARD BE?

If then there are no mansions, no piles of gold, no expensive cars, and no earthly
entertainments what is our reward? What do have to look forward to if it is not these
things? There is only one reward which we will receive. It will be the same reward for
everyone. This reward is God Himself. God said to Abraham, “Do not be afraid, Abram. |
am your shield, your exceedingly great reward” (Gen 15:1).

Are you disappointed by this? Does this seem inadequate or small? If so, then
you have not begun to know who God is. He is everything. He is the creator of all that
exists. He is all and all. He is so much more than we can even imagine that it is impos-
sible even to speak about with human words. Our God is infinite and eternal. He is with-
out limit. And He is willing to share Himself with us as our reward.

But, even though everyone will get the same reward, it will be different for every-
one. Not everyone will be be able to enjoy this reward at the same level. This will be-
cause of the differences in spiritual growth among Christians. You see, not all Christians
grow to spiritual maturity. Not all press on to know the Lord in His fullness. For various
reasons, not all take advantage of their time on this earth to grow up spiritually. There-
fore, their capacity to enjoy and participate in the future joys of the Lord will be limited
by their maturity.

This fact is no different from how things are on this present earth. A baby cannot
even feed itself or walk. A toddler cannot go out of the house alone. A child cannot
marry. There are many, many things younger people cannot do or be because of their
immaturity. This same truth will apply to future spiritual things.



Our capacity to enjoy God Himself and all the future things He will newly make
will be governed by our spiritual maturity which we attained while living here on earth.
Please allow me to repeat this essential truth. Our capacity to experience and enjoy
God Himself and all that He will create in the future will be determined by our spiritual
maturity which we attain while here on earth. There will no spiritual growth after the rap-
ture or the grave. Today is the say for salvation (2 Cor 6:2). Consequently, our loving of
God, our giving ourselves to Him, our faith and obedience, our filling ourselves con-
stantly with Him will result in our “greater or lesser” reward which will be He Himself.

THAT SAME IMAGE

You may have wondered why the 1 Corinthians verse, when speaking about our
being changed in Jesus’ image, uses the word that “same” image. What then does this
word “same” mean? You see, Jesus is actually the image of Someone else — His Father.
The scriptures say that: “He {the Son} is the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:5). And:
“Who, being the radiance of his glory and the exact image of his essence” (Heb 1:3). 2
Corinthians 4:3-4, speaking about Jesus’ glory, calls Him: “...the Anointed One — who is
the image of God...”

Therefore, the glory to which Jesus is calling us to is even more special than we
imagined. It is the glory of the Father Himself! It is Jesus’ intention — in fact it is His fer-
vent prayer — that we enter into and obtain the glory of His Father.

In the gospel of John, Jesus while praying to His Father at the moment of great-
est trial, said: “And the glory which you have given me | have given to them so that
there would be a complete oneness to the degree that we are one: | in them and you in
me. This is so that they would be perfected into our oneness in order that the world
would know that you sent me and loved them just as you loved me” (Jn 17:22-23).

This is why we need to experience transformation. The rewards are beyond
comprehension, yet they are real. As believers, this is our hope, the hope of being glori-
fied with His glory. This requires that we be changed into His image today — the image of
the invisible God. There will be no second chance. There is no transformation after
death. The only thing which will be changed after we die or are raptured is our body. Our
inner parts, our soul and spirit, must be transformed today by the work of the Holy Spirit.

If we neglect to take advantage of this almost unbelievable possibility and fill our-
selves daily with all that Jesus is, we are the most foolish of all people (Heb 2:3).

CONCLUSION

Dear friends, what kind of a gospel has been preached? What have we been an-
nouncing to the world what is producing so little real fruit? Perhaps we need to prayer-
fully reconsider our message and seek the face of God until we have something genu-
ine and powerful to say. We desperately need to experience something real and trans-
forming in our own lives. We should be careful that what we are giving to others in really



true and will bring some benefit to them. Only the truth sets people free (Jn 8:32). Any
other message can’t and won’t do the job.

It is small wonder that the gospel which so many have been preaching has had
so little effect. It now becomes apparent why the power of Jesus’ message seems to
have been so diminished. Much of His truth has been lost! The essence of His message
has been diluted or missed and other powerless, human or earthly ideas have been
substituted in its place. We have been robbed of much of the truth of the scriptures and
so our words to not have the power which is necessary to change the human condition.

May God have mercy upon us so that we could both know His salvation in its ful-
ness ourselves and be His instruments in ministering His truth to the perishing world
around us.

David W. Dyer



